
Happy New Year to all 
Cheers to a great start to January 2026. 

As we welcome the new year, many are wondering what winter has in store. Will we see snow
this season? It’s always an intriguing question—one some even turn to the 2026 Farmer’s
Almanac to ponder. Snow often falls nearby, with the Carolinas to our south, the
Appalachians to our west, and the Mid-Atlantic to our north seeing their share. Yet we
frequently miss the perfect overlap of cold air and moisture needed for a true blanket of
white snow. 

Regardless, agriculture and the city will be ready and prepping for a big spring season.  
Strawberries are waiting for their time to bloom and provide another plentiful berry crop. 
 I know berry season helps set the stage for the on-farm experience.  From picking your own
to eating fresh local strawberries at our local restaurants. 

We can’t wait—but first up are New Year’s Day, Valentine’s Day, the Excellence in Agriculture
Banquet, and many other special winter days. Of particular interest to many is the annual
Excellence in Agriculture Banquet. This event has taken place since 1966, when the
community first came together to recognize Mr. W. Clark Fleming. Most recently, the
community honored Mr. Jason Dawley and his family at last year’s banquet.

“The mission of the Virginia Beach Excellence in Agriculture Committee is to establish a
community award to recognize an individual, family or group for their agricultural
accomplishments.”

Join us for a wonderful evening at the Creeds Ruritan Complex to enjoy a delicious, locally
prepared dinner and celebrate with our agricultural community. This special event offers a
great opportunity to come together for good food and great company.
This year’s event will be held on Thursday, March 19, 2026.

For more information or to inquire about the event, please contact us in the Agriculture
Department.

 I wish you all a wonderful 2026 and hope to see you at the banquet.

  PS: Cheers to our equine community and all things equine related for 2026 is the Year of the        
Horse.
 
The Year of the Horse in 2026 is characterized as the Year of the Fire Horse, beginning on
February 4, 2026, and lasting until February 7, 2027. 

This year symbolizes high energy, adventure, ambition, and freedom. People born in this year
are believed to be optimistic, intelligent, and full of passion. 

The Horse is the seventh animal in the Chinese zodiac, 
and the element associated with 2026 is Fire, making it the Red Fire Horse. 
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Efforts to Preserve Local Farmland Increase While State
and National Farmland Acres Decline

Agriculture is Virginia’s number one private industry, but it faces
many challenges. According to the 2022 Census of Agriculture data,
Virginia is trending with the nation in terms of fewer farms and less
farm acreage than in 2017, when the previous census was
conducted. In 2022, there were 38,995 farms in the Commonwealth
compared to 43,225 in 2017. 

In the most recent survey in 2024, there were 1.88 million farms in the U.S., down 8 percent
from the 2.04 million found in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. According to the American Farm
Bureau Federation the U.S. population has more than doubled since 1950, rising from 159
million in 1950 to 340 million in 2023. Preserving agricultural lands is vital to feed not just our
community and commonwealth but the world. 

The good news is according to Virginia Cooperative Extension in 2024; agriculture had an
economic impact of $178 million just in the City of Virginia Beach. This earmarks why our
Agricultural Reserve Program (ARP) is vital to the sustainability of Agriculture, proudly our City’s
third largest industry. The ARP is also a leading program within our state, by conserving our
natural resources, protecting the rural character, and heritage of southern Virginia Beach we
are preserving acres one farm at a time. To date, 11,129 total acres were enrolled in the ARP with
the addition of 467 acres added last fiscal year. The goal of The Department of Agriculture is to
preserve 20,000 acres of farm and forestry lands. 

Are you interested in protecting your land? Here is an example to explain how
farmland enrolled in the ARP is valued. Perhaps the ARP program can help you.

How does the City determine the value of the property?

The City contracts with an independent real estate appraiser to determine the “Fair Market
Value” of the property. This value is established by using comparable sales of property. After
the value is determined, the City will offer the difference between the full fair market value
and the agricultural value of the property. This is what we call the value of the “development
rights.” The City pays tax-free interest payments for 25 years on the principal amount and
the principal is paid in one lump sum at the end of 25 years



Payment Plan Example: 

A 100-acre farm valued at $10,000/acre would yield a fair market value of $1,000,000:

$1,000,000 Fair market value ($10,000 per acre)
- $180,000 Agricultural value ($1,800 per acre) is withheld since the landowner 

retains ownership of the property

$ 820,000 Purchase price of the development rights

Compensation for selling the development rights on this farm would be:

$820,000 at 4.0% interest*   = $ 32,800 tax-free interest paid per year 
 $32,800 per year for 25 years = $ 820,000 total interest paid, tax-free

TOTAL COMPENSATION = $ 820,000 (total interest payments)
 + $ 820,000 (lump sum principal payment)
 $1,640,000 TOTAL COMPENSATION 

*A floor interest rate is established when the offer letter is sent. At closing, the interest rate that is paid for 25 years is the greater
of the floor rate or the current day’s market. Semi-annual tax-free interest payments are made on June 1 and December 1 each
year, therefore, in this example you would receive $16,400 in June and another payment of $16,400 in December. 

If you are interested in protecting your pastures, fields, orchards, and trees, please
give Sarah Grimstead Cotten, ARP Coordinator, a call at 757-385-8697 or email,

sgrimsteadcotten@vbgov.com

mailto:sgrimsteadcotten@vbgov.com


Farmers Market
January – March 2026 

 
The Farmers Market finished a busy fall season, so I want to thank our staff and our partners

for all of their hard work and for doing a great job! I also want to thank our annual and
special event sponsors for their participation in 2025 to support the Farmers Market. 

 I want to welcome back the Princess Anne County Grill. After an extensive remodeling
project, the restaurant is once again open for business. Special thanks to our Public Works
crews and contractors who made the renovations possible. Stop in to enjoy some of your

favorite items on the menu.
 

We are looking forward to our special events in 2026. Our first event for the 2026 season will
be Celebrate Agriculture on March 21st. The Friday Night Hoedown season will start back up

again on April 3rd and will run every Friday through October 30th. As a reminder, The
Farmers Market is open year-round, so stop in to shop with our merchants. Keep up to date

with our activities on www.Facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket.

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year and a successful 2026
 

Jenny
 

http://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket
http://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket


Spring Field Trips – Fun on the Farm!

 Spring is coming, and field trip bookings are open! Groups
of 10–90 kids (Pre-K to 5th Grade)

 from public schools, private, daycares, churches, and
homeschool programs are welcome. 

Every child should know the fundamentals of Agriculture.

Trips run Monday–Friday, 10 AM–12 Noon, 
just $8 per child. 

Check out our “Fun on the Farm” flyer and call 
757-385-4388 to book or ask questions.

Let’s make learning about agriculture fun and 
hands-on!









 Camp will be held July 13–17, 2026 at Airfield 4-H Center. Spots
are open to all interested teens. We are especially seeking more
male counselors, and no prior camp experience is required—we

provide all training.
This opportunity is open to teens ages 14–18 and offers

leadership development, meaningful connections, and a rewarding
camp experience. Scan the QR code to apply!

Happy New Year!
While it’s cold outside, we’re already planning for Summer 2026
4-H Camp! Applications are now open for Teen Counselors and

Counselors-in-Training (C.I.T.s). The application deadline is January
16, 2026.

4-H Youth Development
Desmyn M. Owens | deowens@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769

New Year... New Goals... new opportunities to
“Make the best Better”

https://tinyurl.com/59js9src

THE 4-H HEALTH ROCKS! PROGRAM IS COMING TO

VIRGINIA BEACH!

According to a 2024 CDC report, e-cigarettes (vapes) are the most

commonly used tobacco product among U.S. middle and high school

students. An estimated 1.63 million youth currently use e-cigarettes,

and nearly 64% say they want to quit. Vapes can increase anxiety

and often contain harmful substances, including nicotine, cancer-

causing chemicals, heavy metals, and particles that can damage the

lungs (CDC, 2024).

4-H is committed to improving youth health outcomes. 4-Hers

pledge their health to better living, and Health Rocks! builds on that

promise by promoting healthy decision-making and life skills. 

https://tinyurl.com/59js9src


Leah is a member of the Virginia Beach 4-H
Livestock Club. We are excited to see the

meaningful contributions she will make to our
4-H program at the state level.

Lily is a member of the Virginia Beach 4-H Craft Club,
Livestock Club, and Teen Leadership Club, and she also
serves as a Virginia 4-H State All-Star. We look forward
to the meaningful contributions she will make to our

youth animal science program at the state level.

Using 4-H’s Positive Youth Development and “Teens as Teachers”

models, the program empowers teens to educate peers and families

about avoiding tobacco, vaping, alcohol, and drugs—helping youth

establish lifelong healthy habits (National 4-H). 

Member Spotlights

Congratulations to Leah Gentry on being selected
to be a Virginia 4-H Healthy Living Ambassador!

Congratulations to Lily Dawley on being selected
to be a Virginia 4-H Livestock Ambassador!



November/December
4-H Craft Club: 

Non-Perishable Food Drive to support
the Charity Church Food Pantry &
Made Christmas Cards for Military
Service Members

4-H Beekeeping Club:
Non-Perishable Food Drive to benefit
the Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia

4-H Livestock Club
Canned Food Drive

December/January
Teen Leadership Club

Collected Necessities and Care Items to
make Care Bags to support members of
the community who are facing housing
crisis. 

We hope you had a great holiday season and were able to spend some quality time with your
loved ones. Our Virginia Beach 4-H clubs continue to make a positive impact in our

community through service projects and initiatives. This holiday season was no exception.
Our teen club is currently accepting donations of needed items to stock their care bags.

Pledging our hands to larger service...











Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), 
gender, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, ethnicity or national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, or military status, or any other basis protected by law. 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this activity, 
please contact the City of Chesapeake VCE Office at 757-382-6348 during business hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to discuss 
accommodations 5 days prior to the event. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120. 

Become a Master Financial Educator 
Help individuals and families in your community improve their financial well-being! 

2026 Sessions
Held via Zoom every Tuesday & Thursday, 6 –8pm
Cost: $90 includes Financial Education Toolkit &
background check
Winter Session: February 17 - March 19
Spring Session: April 21 - May 21
Fall Session: October 13 – November 12 

To Pre-register:
 Please visit the link below or scan the

QR Code. 

https://tinyurl.com/2edtf3hy

2026 Master Financial Education Volunteer Training 

For additional information or questions about becoming a
Master Financial Volunteer contact any of these
Virginia Cooperative Extension Offices: 

Training to become a Master Financial Educator
Volunteer consists of a minimum of 20 hours of
classroom instruction on financial management.
Topics covered in the training sessions include: 

• Value clarification
• Financial goal setting
• Financial record keeping
• Credit reports & scores
• Spending plan development
• Credit use and debt management 

To learn more about this program or other Extension
programs visit: ext.vt.edu/family/mfev.html 

Chesapeake: 757-382-6348 Portsmouth:757-392-7870 
VA Beach: 757-385-4769 




